FACT SHEET
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PROTESTORS

The purpose of this fact sheet is to share factual information on the rights and responsibilities of protestors
emphasizing the importance of peaceful expression and assembly to address grievances and advocate for
change with a particular focus on the ongoing opposition-led anti-government demonstrations.

It further aims to share counter measures to tackle the potential abuse of these rights and responsibilities
for the maintenance of peace, security and democratic governance.

BACKGROUND

e As outlined in the Kenyan Constitution (Article 37), all Kenyan citizens, have the fundamental right to
participate in peaceful political protests as a means of expressing their grievances and advocating for
change.

e However, it is crucial to recognize that exercising this right comes with specific responsibilities and
limitations. Here are the key rights and responsibilities applicable to protestors in Kenya, particularly
those engaged in the ongoing opposition-led demonstrations:

Rights Responsibilities
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Peaceful conduct;

Respect for others' rights;
Compliance with the law; and
Prior notification.

Freedom of expression;

Freedom of assembly;

Freedom of association;

Protection against arbitrary arrest and
detention;

Right to fair treatment; and

Right to legal representation (If arrested or
charged)
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COUNTER MEASURES

While peaceful protests are a legitimate and essential aspect of democracy, the abuse of protestors'
rights and responsibilities can have serious implications for peace, security, and democratic
governance. It is important to recognize that the right to assemble, demonstrate, and picket should
not be curtailed if exercised in a lawful and responsible manner, respecting the rights of others and
upholding public order.

In countering the abuse of protestors' rights and responsibilities during the Kenyan opposition-led
protests, crucial measures include conducting civic education and media literacy programs to
combat the spread of misinformation and disinformation and to raise awareness about peaceful
demonstrations and responsible communication, facilitating dialogue and impartial mediation to
address grievances, ensuring law enforcement agencies are properly trained to respect protestors'
rights and safeguarding freedom of expression. Protestors should also ensure that they do not
abuse their rights by engaging in peaceful demonstrations.

Additionally, all Kenyan citizens should be encouraged to exercise their right to assemble and
demonstrate peacefully within the bounds of the law. It is vital to respect public and private property,
avoid acts of vandalism, and prioritize public safety during demonstrations.

As the ongoing anti-government demonstrations continue, it is essential to address and counter potential
abuses of the above-mentioned rights and responsibilities to ensure a peaceful and democratic
environment in Kenya.




