FACT SHEET
FORMATION OF A PARALLEL ELECTRORAL COMMISSION

The purpose of this fact sheet is to provide a comprehensive and objective overview of the ongoing anti-
government demonstrations in Kenya led by the opposition (Azimio La Umoja Coalition party), with a
specific focus on the proposed formation of a parallel Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission
(IEBC).

The fact sheet aims to share accurate and reliable information to counter the implications of the proposed
formation of a parallel IEBC for the safeguarding of peace, security, and democratic governance in the
country.

BACKGROUND

Reconstitution of the IEBC and Appointment of New Commissioners

e OnJanuary 19, 2023, all seven seats for IEBC Commissioners were officially declared vacant.

e To recruit new Commissioners, the President appointed a seven-member selection panel, which
commenced the recruitment process.

e The process was preceded by amendments to the electoral law through the IEBC (Amendment) Act,
2022, which expanded the composition of the selection panel.

e The amended IEBC law was a point of contention for some, including the Azimio Coalition, who
expressed discomfort with the changes made to the selection panel, arguing that some of the members
were sympathizers of the government and may not ensure fairness in the recruitment process.

e The Azimio Coalition distanced itself from the recruitment process, claiming that it was an attempt by
President Ruto to create an electoral commission biased towards his re-election bid in 2027, and they
demanded the reconstitution of the selection panel with representatives from political parties.

e President Ruto advised Azimio to pursue amendments to the IEBC Act if they wanted to stop the
reconstitution of the poll body.

e The Azimio Coalition organized mass demonstrations starting on March 20, 2023, in response to the
recruitment process and the appointment of the selection panel.

o After two weeks of demonstrations, President Ruto and Mr. Odinga agreed to hold bi-partisan dialogue
in Parliament to resolve the stalemate on the recruitment process.

o However, the bi-partisan talks subsequently stalled, leading to uncertainty regarding the resolution of
the issue and a month later, Azimio again called their supporters to continue with the anti-government
demonstrations.

e During the Saba Saba (July 71) demonstrations, the formation of a parallel electoral commission was
proposed by the Azimio Coalition.

e |tis important to note that any proposed changes or reforms to the electoral commission should follow
the constitutional procedures, including engaging in dialogue, consulting relevant stakeholders, and
undertaking legal and constitutional amendments through appropriate channels established by the
Constitution.

COUNTER MEASURES

e In the midst of ongoing political unrest, the rapid spread of misinformation and disinformation,
particularly concerning electoral reforms, has become a significant concern. Such dissemination of
false or misleading information has the potential to escalate tensions, incite violence, and disrupt social
harmony.

e To safeguard peace and security, it is crucial for all parties involved to remain vigilant in countering the
spread of misleading content. Instead, promoting the responsible sharing of accurate and reliable
information is essential to foster an informed and peaceful atmosphere.

e Further, it is of utmost importance for all parties, to adhere to the provisions of the constitution when
advocating for electoral reforms. By upholding the constitution, engaging in peaceful dialogue, and
following constitutional procedures, the involved stakeholders can contribute to constructive
discussions and work towards strengthening the electoral process in Kenya. This commitment to the
constitutional framework is fundamental in safeguarding peace, security, and the democratic future of
the nation.

Through adhering to constitutional procedures, engaging in peaceful dialogue, and combating the spread
of misinformation, all stakeholders involved in the anti-government protests play a vital role in safeguarding
peace and security within the nation. In doing so, they contribute to a more stable, informed, and democratic



